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Board Reflections
IN THE SUMMER OF 1980, I moved to 
Vancouver, Washington, and began working as a 
reporter at The Columbian, the daily newspaper in 
the city. That same year, Friends of the Columbia 
Gorge was created by a small group of prescient 
conservationists. They saw imminent threats from 
the impending construction of the Interstate 205 
Bridge that could make the Gorge a bedroom 
community of Portland and spur construction of 
a blight of new subdivisions. They made it their 
mission to do what they could to keep the Gorge a 
beautiful place for the enjoyment of all.

My first assignment at The Columbian was to cover 
city government, but over the years I gradually 
left the city beat and segued to more of an 
environmental focus, covering subjects as diverse 
as agriculture, the Port of Vancouver, pollution, 
and eventually the Columbia River Gorge. My 
wife, Dawn, and I already had discovered the 
beauty of the remarkable Gorge and hiked many of 
its trails with our son, also born in 1980, and later 
with our second son, born in 1983. We came to 
truly love the Gorge.

I left the newspaper in 1990 and over time became 
something I could not be while a reporter: a strong 
supporter of Friends. I was surprised and thrilled 
when in 2016 I was invited to join Friends’ board 
of directors. No longer constrained by a reporter’s 
objectivity, I can honestly say that without the hard 
work and ongoing commitment of Friends the 
National Scenic Area legislation would not have 
happened, at least in its current form. 

Today, Friends is a polished, mature organization 
working for Gorge conservation on multiple fronts. 
In June 2019, Friends helped enact historic oil train 
emergency-response legislation in Oregon. In the 
wake of the 2017 Eagle Creek fire, Friends launched 
an immensely successful stewardship effort on Gorge 
public lands. And, our land trust has played a key role 
in improving habitat for salmon and western pond 
turtles on Washington lands in the scenic area.

Over the last 40 years, my pace has slowed and 
my hair has grayed, but I am happy to report that 
Friends seems as ageless and vital today as it was in 
1980. As Friends approaches its 40th anniversary, 

we are proud that the organization has matured and 
diversified over time but remains focused on is core 
mission — to protect and conserve the Gorge for 
present and future generations. In this annual report, 
you will learn about that work, particularly over the 
last year, and what we are planning for the future.

Thank you for loving the Columbia Gorge and for 
supporting Friends.

John Harrison with his family 
in the Gorge in the late 1980s. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN HARRISON
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John Harrison, Board member 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge
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ON JUNE 29, 2019, just over two years after an oil 
train derailed and came dangerously close to burning 
the town of Mosier, Oregon, the state legislature 
passed HB 2209, a bill that regulates oil trains passing 
through the state. The law requires railroad companies 
that transport crude oil to have spill response plans 
approved by the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality. It also prescribes a three-year cycle of statewide 
training exercises, ensures that railroads have financial 
responsibility for oil spill response and cleanup costs, 
and places fees on the railroads to fund the program.

“Each oil train is a mile long and carries three million 
gallons of volatile Bakken or tar sands oil in rail cars 
that puncture in accidents at speeds as low as 14 mph,” 
says Friends Conservation Director Michael Lang.

Oil Trains & The Long Game
Lang, Friends’ longest-tenured staffer, spearheaded a 
years-long effort to build coalitions and engage legislators 
around the need for oil train regulation. California 
(in 2014) and Washington (in 2015) passed oil train 
spill response legislation, but Lang and others knew 
Oregon, with its lax campaign finance laws allowing for 
significant lobbying influence, could be more challenging. 
Friends built a legislative work-group coalition to 
educate lawmakers. After several legislative sessions,                   
their determination ultimately succeeded.

 “It felt great to finally get the bill passed,” says Lang. 
“Though the bill isn’t perfect, we’re pleased to get 
75 percent of what’s needed to better protect the Gorge 
and its communities from oil train derailments and spills.                 
It was substantial progress.”
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But the work isn’t over. Friends and its partners 
remain committed to assuring lawmakers enact 
strong laws and enforcements following passage 
of the bill. “Each proposal presents its own sets 
of challenges. Oregon’s rules for oil terminals 
are weaker than Washington laws, so we’re 
looking at a new set of problems and approaches,” 
says Lang.

Maintaining a solid coalition of diverse 
stakeholders in the region is the best recipe for 
continued success. “With each win that we get, 
members of the community, tribes, and other 
coalition partners are empowered to know we 
can successfully work together to stand up to the 
railroads and ‘Big Oil.’”

Maintaining 
a solid 
coalition 
of diverse 
stakeholders 
is the best 
recipe for 
continued 
success.

Friends staff and allies watch as Governor Kate Brown signs HB 2209 into law.  PHOTO: OFFICE OF GOVERNOR KATE BROWN
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THE DECADES-LONG PARTNERSHIP 
working to return western pond turtles to the 
Gorge’s quiet, shallow ponds is an inspiring 
success story. More than 30 years ago, the pond 
turtle was thought to be extirpated from most 
of the Gorge until researchers found more than 
100 in the late ‘80s. This discovery prompted 
the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife 
(WDFW) to team up with the Oregon and 
Woodland Park Zoos to collect and care for turtle 
hatchlings and eggs, rear them over winter, and 
release the juveniles back into ponds throughout 
the Gorge. The program has worked, though 
the western pond turtle remains an endangered 
species in Washington State.

When critical turtle habitat in the Scenic Area 
came up for sale four years ago, Friends’ land trust 
became a core partner in the established efforts to 
rear and release juveniles. Friends purchased a
64-acre property — now known as the Turtle 
Haven preserve — and began working with 
WDFW, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service to improve pond turtle habitat.

“‘Pond turtle’ is a bit of a misnomer,” says Land Trust 
Stewardship Coordinator Sara Woods. “The turtles 
actually need upland habitat for over-wintering and 
nesting as much as they need ponds for foraging 
and thermoregulation. Non-native species are 
amongst the biggest threats to the turtle, including 
Himalayan blackberry shading out nesting sites and 
bullfrogs eating hatchlings. Our restoration efforts 
include removing blackberry and exotic grasses, 
planting native plants, and culling bullfrogs.

Turtle Haven Preserve in Skamania County.  

A juvenile turtle ready for release at Turtle Haven.  

This land protection and restoration work could 
not happen without the long-term partnerships 
developed between Friends and wildlife agencies. 
As the impacts from development and climate change 
continue to increase in the Gorge, partnerships like 
those at Turtle Haven become more vital. 

“A critical step as we go forward is expanding the 
scope, collaboration, and impact of these land 
stewardship efforts, says Dan Bell, land trust 
director for Friends. “The turtles represent one 
component of biodiversity in the Gorge, and this 
partnership effort has been highly successful. We 
need to bring the same approach to conservation 
efforts throughout the region.”

Partnering for Pond Turtles

 John Nelson*, President
David Michalek*, Secretary/Treasurer

Rick Ray, Land Trust Advisor

Friends of the Columbia Gorge
Land Trustees

John Baugher
Pat Campbell

Geoff Carr*
Greg Delwiche*

*Friends of the Columbia Gorge Board Member

Dustin Klinger
Barbara Nelson
Cynthia Winter*

PHOTOS: VINCE READY | LASTING LIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY

Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust
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ABOVE THE COLUMBIA River’s basalt cliffs and 
tucked beside meadows and gentle slopes around the 
Gorge’s most iconic mountains, Oregon white oak 
woodlands provide vital habitat for more than 200 
vertebrate species, an abundance of invertebrates, 
and neotropical migrant birds needing nesting sites.

Oak woodlands generally lack the regulatory 
protections afforded to other habitats such as wetlands 
and old-growth forest, rendering them particularly 
susceptible to development. The rich soils that support 
a variety of native plants and allow the critically 
important acorn-bearing oak trees to thrive are also 
ideal for vineyards and blueberry farms. With so 
much pressure to develop, preserving oak woodlands 
requires collaboration, creativity, and, in the case of 
Steigerwald Uplands (Upland Oaks), a 52-acre tract 
recently added to the Steigerwald Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, patience.

“Networking started decades ago with a whole 
different cast of characters,” says Friends of the 
Columbia Gorge Land Trust Director Dan Bell. 
“The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service identified critical 
oak habitat near the refuge and determined it was 
important to expand the refuge boundary to protect 
it. Since then, Friends and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service have both been moving forward with key 
land acquisitions.”

Six years ago, a 52-acre property above Steigerwald 
Refuge became available and development ideas 
immediately emerged, including one plan to build 
a home with a private airstrip. Because of other 
projects, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service was not 
able to move quickly to purchase the property, yet 
everyone agreed it was a high priority. Friends took 
this opportunity to utilize a conservation buyer — 
an ally who has the capacity to purchase and hold the 
property on an interim basis. The completion of the 
successful $5.6 million Preserve the Wonder campaign 

allowed funding for Friends to purchase the land, 
eventually transferring it to U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service in February 2019. 

“There is urgency to protect upland habitat like 
this,” says Bell. “Oaks live for hundreds of years, 
and they support vital native plant and insect 
biodiversity. They’re one of the Gorge’s most 
threatened and resilient habitats, so we and our 
partners are putting a lot of effort into protecting 
and stewarding them.”

Teamwork for 
Habitat and 
Biodiversity

Steigerwald Uplands.  PHOTO: MICHAEL HORODYSKI

“Oaks live for hundreds of years, and they support 
  vital native plant and insect biodiversity.”  — Dan Bell
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and partners have been urging the Columbia River Gorge 
Commission and Clark County to enforce the law.

“It really takes a village. We regularly collaborate 
with public interest law firms like Earthjustice and 
with attorneys in private practice like Gary Kahn,” 
says Baker. “A lot of our legal work is about providing 
certainty and fairness for landowners around how 
properties in their neighborhoods can be used.”

Baker, representing Friends, and Kahn, who represents 
several Clark County citizens and landowners, have 
teamed up to stop the illegal mining operation at the 
Zimmerly quarry. Enforcement action by the Gorge 
Commission and Clark County is still pending.

SIX DAYS A WEEK, beginning at 6:45 a.m., full-
size gravel trucks drive in and out of the unpermitted 
Zimmerly quarry, grinding their brakes and 
billowing dust along the narrow road leading past 
Rachel Grice’s home near Washougal, Washington. 
Grice, who homeschools her four children, worries 
about the noise, trucks losing control, and mining 
waste contaminating local waters. One day, she was 
surprised to find a manila folder in her mailbox full of 
information compiled by Friends Senior Staff Attorney 
Nathan Baker.

“Nathan reached out just to let us know our rights,” 
Grice says. “None of us who live here have the money 
or resources to pursue a legal case on our own. We 

would have just been frustrated and we never could 
have done anything without the help of Friends.”

Baker and Staff Attorney Steve McCoy make 
up Friends’ legal staff. They both challenge and 
support government decisions, from county 
forums to the federal courts, and they also litigate 
directly against polluters and violators. McCoy 
also writes comment letters on all land use and 
development proposals affecting the Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area.  

The Zimmerly quarry, located just inside the National 
Scenic Area’s northwest boundary, has been operating 
without a permit since October 2017. All along, Friends 

The Good Fight: Partnering 
to Protect Gorge Lands

This unpermitted 
quarry operation 
lies inside the 
National Scenic Area 
near Washougal, 
Washington.  
PHOTOS: FRIENDS OF THE 
COLUMBIA GORGE ARCHIVE
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Weed-pull stewardship volunteers at Balfour Day Use Area.  

“YOU ALWAYS TAKE THINGS FOR GRANTED 
until they’re gone, right?” says Portland resident and 
Friends volunteer Stephanie LaMonica. “The fire comes 
in and we’re all shocked, angered, and saddened. What 
can I do?”

Forest fires like the 2017 Eagle Creek blaze are heart-
wrenching, but they have silver linings. Ecologically, 
fires serve as catalysts for renewal. Community-wise, 
they reminds us that we can have a positive impact in 
protecting the lands we love. That’s how LaMonica 
ended up methodically pulling invasive herb Robert 
ground cover from the Angel’s Rest trail. 

“It can feel overwhelming at first,” LaMonica says of 
invasive plant removal, “but once you start filling your 
bag and realizing that Friends has a big-picture plan for 
ecological restoration, it’s very satisfying.”

Friends Stewardship Volunteer Coordinator Mika 
Barrett was similarly inspired. She’d left a corporate 
career a few years earlier, seeking more rewarding 
work closer to her heart.

“Eagle Creek is where I went backpacking for the first 
time, and that experience deepened my connection 
with the natural world,” says Barrett. “I was especially 
called to help there.” 

Barrett joined Friends full time in 2018 to help develop 
the first Gorge-wide stewardship effort on public 
lands, relying in large part on the burgeoning volunteer 
interest and partnerships with public land managers.

“The fire spurred a conversation that transformed a lot 
of Gorge recreationists into Gorge stewards,” Barrett 
says. “There’s a healthy mix of steady volunteers and 
new stewards awakened by the fire.”

Barrett remembers turning a corner on the Angel’s Rest 
trail earlier this spring to see brilliant white trillium 
blanketing the forest floor. Fires regenerate the forest 
soils, and when native species have space, they thrive. 
The same thing can happen with the people who care 
about a place. And volunteer enthusiasm hasn’t abated in 
the years since the fire went out.

“I’m nerdy enough to stick with picking weeds for four 
hours in the woods,” LaMonica says, laughing. “I like 
the quiet in the forest.”

Stewardship Efforts Flourish Post-Fire

Removing invasive plants along Trail 400 near Ainsworth 
State Park.  PHOTOS: MIKA BARRETT

“The fire spurred a 
conversation that 
transformed a lot of 
Gorge recreationists 
into Gorge stewards.”  
— Mika Barrett
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AROUND THE WORLD, youth are increasingly 
engaged in framing the conversation about climate 
change and the environmental threats to their future. 
In 2017, the Eagle Creek fire posed an immediate 
threat to everyone in the Gorge. Students endured 
the smoke for days and sometimes witnessed 
towering flames, along with everyone else. 

Seventh graders at Henkle Middle School in White 
Salmon, Washington, had an opportunity to tell the 
story of the fire’s aftermath through film. Through 
a partnership with StoryGorge, a Gorge-based 
multimedia education and production company, and 
funding from the Washington Arts Commission, 
students created short documentary videos with 
exclusive U.S. Forest Service fire footage and 
interviews of fire crew members and officials. 

“We always tell our students that storytelling can 
have a powerful impact,” says Sean O’Connor, lead 
instructor and founder of StoryGorge. “But it can be 
challenging to get these projects out into the larger 
community.”

Friends Communications Director Burt Edwards 
attended a film screening and was impressed by 
the students’ rigorous work and enthusiasm. He 
connected StoryGorge and seventh-grade language 

arts teacher Amy Sacquety to Oregon Public 
Broadcasting, which led to an OPB “Think Out 
Loud” segment featuring O’Connor and one of the 
student filmmakers. Friends also worked on social 
media to boost attention to a similar Hood River 
Middle School stop-motion animation fire ecology 
video project and organized screenings at community 
forums exploring the topic hosted at Portland’s OMSI 
and Hood River’s Columbia Center for the Arts.

“Our philosophy for public engagement is ‘Gorge-
led, Portland-lifted,’” says Edwards. “With our 

partnerships we can push Gorge stories further 
into the Pacific Northwest region.” Students from 
White Salmon and Hood River presented at both 
community forums in fall 2018, which more than 
300 people attended.

“Friends’ help amplifying the work gave the 
students tangible evidence that all the effort they 
put in had value beyond the classroom,” says 
O’Connor. “It’s a testament to collaboration. 
When multiple groups come together it reaches 
so many more people.”

Student Film, Resilience, and Community Spirit

Artwork from a Hood River Middle School student film project on forest recovery and resilience.

See student films and learn more 
at storygorge.com/student-films                     

and vimeo.com/artsined.



gorgefriends.org   9

EACH YEAR, NATE KELLAR, a language arts 
teacher at Washougal’s Jemtegaard Middle School, 
joins Friends’ Explore the Gorge program with his 
sixth grade students for three days of hikes, nature 
activities, field science studies, and a look through the 
fish-viewing windows at Bonneville Dam. For some 
students the trip offers many firsts, including hiking.

Many of these kids have limited opportunities to 
explore the Gorge due to economic circumstances. 
Friends’ youth education program helps to bridge 
that gap. “It’s a collaborative effort,” says Kellar. He 
notes, “We need 90 parents to join as chaperones 
over the three days, so it’s a great way for us to build 
community and awareness about the Gorge.”

Friends Outdoor Programs Coordinator Kate Lindberg 
is always looking to expand youth and family-friendly 

Symbiotic Partnerships 
for Youth Education

experiences in the Gorge. Lindberg connected with 
Super Nature Adventures, a Portland-based organization 
that makes trail adventure packets for kids with the 
aim to encourage child-led explorations. Super Nature 
Adventures had one Gorge-based packet at the time, and 
they wanted to design more. 

“We collaborated to brainstorm what was next 
for them, and by the end of our meeting, they had 
enthusiastically agreed to join our guided hike 
program as leaders,” says Lindberg. 

Super Nature Adventures now offers a Bridal Veil Falls 
trail packet, created with input from Oregon State 
Parks Rangers introduced by Friends. The packet’s field 
guide was specially designed to help kids learn about the 
Gorge’s unique qualities but also includes educational 
information on wildfire safety and forest recovery.

More than 300 middle school 
students from Portland, Oregon, 
and Washougal, Washington, 
participated in our 2018-19 Outdoor 
Education programs. 
PHOTOS: NICK WILTGEN

Lindberg explains the program this way: “The 
goal of our outdoor youth education programming 
is to expose young people to the Gorge’s wonders 
by creating fun opportunities to learn about its 
unique natural and cultural history, ecology, and 
more. Partnering with people and organizations 
is a positive, symbiotic relationship for us. 
Volunteer naturalists aim to create powerful 
memories that will deepen children’s connection 
with the Gorge. When kids have friendly guides 
and engaging tools along the way, they’ll be 
excited about coming back, and hopefully about 
protecting these places themselves one day.”

PHOTO: MICHEAL DREWRY
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a year in review
Over the past year, Friends and our community allies 
worked together on numerous initiatives to help protect, 
steward, and preserve the Gorge for future generations.

Standing up to Illegal Mining
Since November 2017, Friends has worked with Clark 
County citizens and landowners in a multifaceted legal 
campaign to stop unpermitted mining at the Zimmerly 
quarry, one of the largest and longest-running land use 
violations in the National Scenic Area’s history.

Supporting Gorge Land-Use Laws
Friends has worked with Clark County to enforce 
National Scenic Area land use rules after BNSF Railway 
Co. unlawfully constructed a new rail line through 
Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge. The new 
section of track is 2.56 miles long and resulted in about 
10 acres of permanent earth disturbance.

Protecting Gorge Resources
Since the fall of 2018, Friends and allies have participated 
in a court-supervised mediation process involving 
a proposal by Union Pacific Railroad Company to 
construct a new doubletrack rail line through Mosier, 
Oregon, that threatens Gorge resources, tribal treaty 
rights, and the safety of Gorge communities. The 
proposed doubletrack would be 5.37 miles long and  
result in about 20 acres of permanent earth disturbance.

Preserving Vital Habitat
Over the past 15 years, Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
Land Trust has transferred over 343 acres of land to 
public ownership to protect vital habitat, preserve 
scenic views, and create new trails. In 2018-19, Friends 
transferred three preserves to federal agencies:

Steigerwald Uplands (Upland Oaks) 
52 acres donated to U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Coyote Meadows 
7.7 acres sold to U.S. Forest Service

Memaloose Meadows 
14 acres donated to U.S. Forest Service
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Collaboration to Connect 
Communities to Nature
THE LYLE CHERRY ORCHARD, a dramatic 
550-acre expanse of wildflower meadows, Ponderosa 
pine, scrub oaks, and remnant cherry trees with 
views up and down the Gorge, has been in the Friends 
family since the late 1990s. Thanks to partners like 
Washington Trail Association (WTA), new trail ideas 
continue to take shape on this iconic property.

“A WTA trail is a work of art,” says Renee Tkach, 
Friends’ Gorge Towns to Trails project manager, 
“because they’re thoughtful about the hiker 

the Mosier Plateau Trail having become a part of 
the Mosier School’s physical education and science 
curricula, and we’re excited to see the possibilities 
that will open up when this new trail eventually 
connects to Lyle High School.”

“We aren’t land managers,” says Ryan Ojerio, 
southwest regional manager for WTA. “We’re trail 
builders, so having an organization like Friends who 
spearheads the planning, permitting, and community 
relations allows us to focus on what we do best.”

The Cherry Orchard trail expansion project also fits 
into WTA’s “Trails Rebooted” initiative to improve 
and expand existing trails.

“There were a lot of off-trail paths through the 
preserve,” Ojerio says. “Designing and building more 
thoughtful, defined trails minimizes unintended 
impacts people can have on the landscape.”

“It’s really unique to connect a trail out of town into 
the wildlands of the landscape,” Tkach says. “It’s an 
incredible gift to provide to the communities, and 
they are wholeheartedly behind it.”

Designing and building 
more thoughtful, defined 
trails minimizes unintended 
impacts people can have       
on the landscape.” 
– Ryan Ojerio

Trailwork at Lyle Cherry Orchard. 
PHOTO: RYAN OJERIO

experience. Through their expertise and 
innovation we’ve been able to design beautiful 
new trail routes and engage volunteers from 
around the region to help build them.”

The mission of Gorge Towns to Trails is to connect 
Gorge towns together into trail systems that 
increase access and spur engagement with the 
public lands. “It’s proven that trails connecting 
to a town adds to the health of a community,” 
says Tkach. “We’ve seen immediate benefits with 

“
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WE ARE HONORED to welcome this year’s new* Norman Yeon Legacy 
Circle members to the growing list of dedicated supporters whose visionary 
planning will sustain Gorge protection beyond their own lifetimes. 

Generous gifts from these members provide an enduring legacy for the 
future of Gorge protection. Esteemed members of the Norman Yeon Legacy 
Circle who have passed away over the years, noted in blue, hold a special 
place in our hearts. We’re sad to announce the passing this year of Diane 
Nowicki, who included an estate gift to Friends in her legacy planning.  

We thank all of our Legacy Circle members for their steadfast commitment. Their generosity and foresight help 
guarantee that the Gorge will remain a scenic and healthy treasure for future generations to cherish and enjoy.

Merle Clifton
Becky and Bruce Copeland
Jane Corboy and John Rogers*
Jocelyn and William Cox*
Otna Crawley
Mary Daly and Benjamin Ward
Mark Dane
Bob and Pam Davee
Ken and Felice Denis
Margaret Denison
Mary Dickson
Nicholas Dodge
Sheila Dooley and Phil Swaim
Carole Douglass and William Pressly
Micheal and Patti Drewry*
Marcia Dunham
Joan Durgin
Debbie Durham
Kevin Ebel and Colleen Wright*
Cathy Edelman
Rebecca Erickson
Karen and Lee Fairchild
Gwen Farnham
Sara Fish and Neal Razi*
Celine Fitzmaurice and Larry Olson*
Beth Flake and David Michalek*
Eric and Robin Flamm
Heidi and Gerald Fox
Johnnalee and Mark Friedman
Peter Frothingham
Marilyn Goldman
Mary Louise and Thomas Hager
Marie Hall
Mary Anne Hamilton
Ingrid and Kenneth Harper
Allan Hart
Ned and Sis Hayes
Jim Heiman and Cynthia Sulaski*

Judy Henderson*
Joyce Henstrand and Peter Kiessling*
Daniel Highkin and Margaret Klute*
Mel Hinton
Mike Hendricks and Leanne Hogie
Lucy and Dale Hill
Robert Hogfoss
Frank and Ursula Hood
Thomas Holman
Normandie and Robert Holmes
Patricia Hoover
Ellie Hughes
Ben Ignatowski*
Sherri Irish and Larry Keister
Marcy Jacobs
Anna Jamison
James Jarzabek and Teresa Meyer
Leroy Jensen
Russ Jolley
Jerry Jones
Kacey Jones and Bruce Miller*
Joshua Kehrberg and William Line*
Marion Kelly
Nancy Kennaway*
Robert Kenyon
John and Rebecca Kirkland
Jeanette Kloos*
Leigh Knox
Kim Kovalik
Demetra Kramer
Cathy Kwapinski
Andrea Lara*
Robert Larson
Joy Lasseter
Elizabeth Lawrence
David Legg
Steve Levy and Sue Van Loon*
Craig Lichtenthaler*

Eric Lichtenthaler and Dixie Stevens
Tom Linehan
Janet Wong Liu
Darvel Lloyd
Mimi Maduro and Michael Stevens*
Anna and William Maples
Ralph and Dorothy Mason Trust
Susan Masta*
April Matthias
Andrea and Rafael Maya*
Lois McCarthy
Anne McDonald
Charles McGinnis*
Kathleen McHarg
Sue Merfeld
John Meckel and Barbara Traver*
Robert G. Miller
Anne and Ernest Munch
Carrie Nobles
Diane Nowicki*
Carlton Olson
Gloria Olson
Joan Ottinger
Adelina Paperini
Patricia Peterson*
Anne Phillipsborn and Rick Ray
David J. Pollock
Claire Puchy*
Kathleen Karey Reid
Konrad Reisner
Ralph Rogers
Mary Rosenberg
Gayle Rothrock*
Sandi and Tom Rousseau
Nancy Russell
Joanna Rutter*
Michael and Marie Ryan
Lynette Sahnow
Claudia and Mark Sanzone*
Susan Saul
Elizabeth Schilling*
Hannah Schink

Blaine Ackley and Fran Beebe*
Leslie Joan Allen
Ruth Allen
Lenny Anderson and Gisela Foerstermann
Debbie and Steve Asakawa
Pippa Arend
Coila Ash*
Suzanne Bader
Elaine Ballou*
Elizabeth Barker
Cynthia Barrett and Karen Johnson
Marion Beals
Linda Besant and Martha Goetsch
Carole Beauclerk
Day Bennett
Ron Bloodworth and Bob Gandolfi
Betty Bonham
Lydie Boyer
Susan Boyl*
Charles Brasher and Betty Lavis
Gary Brigham*
Harvey Britten
Daniel Brown and Helen Jaskoski*
Linda and Jim Browning
Patsy Bruggere
David and Kim Bruneau
Sanna Bunnell
Gary and Laurel Bushman
Patricia and Joe Campbell
Geoff and Laurie Carr
Racquel Casciato and Paul Freeman
Ed Caswell
David Champlain
Frances Chapple
North Cheatham
Babetta D. Chiarito and James M. Marquard
Lee Christie and Tom Keffer
Edward Cleary

Mary Ann and Bob Schmidt
Vivian Schuldt
Charles Scudder
William Sefler
Jeffrey Sher
Jamie Shull*
William “Si” Simonson
John Slosar*
Edith Spady
Beverly Spenst
Carola Stepper
Joan Stevens
Judy Stewart
Douglas L. Stoudt
Robert Strebin
Donita Swenson
Clista Taylor
Glenn and Mary Ann Teague
John and Renate Tilson
Patricia Towle
David and Linda Tozer
Doris G. Troxel
James and Karen Trumper
Jerry and Margie Tucker*
R. Lee and Christine Underwood
Christopher Van Bemmel*
Duane and Marjorie Varner
Donald Vinton*
Daniel Webb
Bruce Weber*
Benjamin Robert Whiteley
Kathryn and Thomas Whittaker
Anne Whitteker
Michele Wier
Edyth Willard
Cynthia and Brian Winter
Barbara H. Wolman
Beverly Wong
Sandy Wright
Norman Yeon
Nick Zeller
24 Anonymous Members
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New* members joined the                              
Norman Yeon Legacy Circle this year

Current Norman Yeon                                   
Legacy Circle Members

Norman Yeon Legacy Circle members who 
have passed away and left gifts for Friends

44 

182
38
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BY ITS NATURE, our annual report is a look back, a 
review of what we’ve done in the past year. But we also 
have many things to look forward to in the year ahead. 

Many businesses measure progress by results you 
can see. In the world of land conservation, however, 
accomplishments are often better measured by what’s 
not there. From our efforts to protect stunning vistas at 
Cape Horn to Mosier Plateau, Friends has successfully 
preserved and protected numerous vital tracts of land 
from development across the Gorge over the past decade. 

Bringing Down the House

In the coming year, Friends will embark on an 
exciting project to remove a highly visible two-story 
house — along with an accompanying well, garage, 
and septic tank — on a 10-acre parcel of land that 
the land trust owns on Memaloose Bluff. Along 
with deconstructing the house, Friends will conduct 
other ecological restoration efforts to make the land 
suitable for eventual acquisition and long-term care 
by the U.S. Forest Service.

Responding to a Changing Climate 

Climate change is a clear threat to the future 
health of the Columbia Gorge. Creating climate 
resilience will increasingly help drive our land 
conservation and advocacy efforts. As momentum 
to address climate change builds around the Pacific 
Northwest, advocating for practical, on-the-ground 
policies in the Gorge will be a key priority for our 
work in the year ahead. We worked for a decade to 
shut down Oregon’s largest carbon emitter (PGE’s 
Boardman coal-fired power plant), stop a fracked 
natural gas plant (Troutdale Energy Center), and halt 
six coal and oil terminals. Those successes honed our 
skills and give us the space to push for additional, 
new protections that promote climate resilience. 

Fabulous Forty 

As Friends of the Columbia Gorge celebrates its 
40th year in 2020, we’ll unroll a new logo (actually, 
our first true logo), and launch a series of new 
public engagement efforts to broaden our work with 
community partners, both inside the Gorge and 
beyond. A wide cross section of public support is 
critical if we are to preserve the Columbia Gorge 
for future generations, and a new organization-wide 
diversity, equity, and inclusion initiative is now 
officially underway.

Who said 40 is mid-life? We feel like we’re just 
getting started. And we’re setting the stage for 
Friends to be even better and stronger than ever in 
the coming decade.

We’re setting the stage for 
Friends to be even better 
and stronger than ever in 
the coming decade.

Looking Ahead

Friends of the Columbia Gorge Board of Directors 
Left to right: Joe Campbell, John Nelson, David Michalek, John Harrison, Annie Munch, Cynthia 
Winter, Greg Delwiche, Geoff Carr, Don Friedman, Lisa Berkson Platt, Patty Mizutani. Served on the 
board but not pictured: Debbie Asakawa, Pat Campbell, Gwen Farnham, Temple Lentz, Carrie Nobles, 
Buck Parker, Mia Prickett, Vince Ready, Meredith Savery, Kari Skedsvold.  PHOTO: BRANDON DAVIS
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Member-driven Conservation

Mount Defiance 
$50,000 +
______________________________

Anonymous
David Goulder and Marlene Salon
McGraw Family Foundation
Patricia Peterson
Ray Hickey Foundation
Swigert-Warren Families

Table Mountain
$25,000–$49,999
______________________________

Bullitt Foundation
Debbie and Edmund Campbell
Ned and Sis Hayes Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Arthur and Trudy Hetherington
Oregon Community Foundation
Wiancko Charitable Foundation Inc.

Angel’s Rest
$10,000–$24,999
______________________________

Two Anonymous Donors
Elaine Ballou
Bonnie Brod
Burch-Safford Foundation
Joe and Pat Campbell
Phyllis Clausen
Columbia Gorge Environmental 

Foundation
Judy Henderson
Bill Horder
Mitzvah Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Lucy Nonnenkamp
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Jay and McKay Nutt
Joseph and Susie Palena
John and Priscilla Privat
REI Rewilding
Reser Family Foundation

Charlie Scudder and Judy Stewart
Carolann and Peyton Storli
Evans Van Buren and Marsha Warner

Guardians of the Gorge
$5,000–$9,999
______________________________

Bill and Joan Bailey
Ruth Beam
Beatrice and Bill Booth
Elizabeth Brooke
Farron Brougher and Tracey Tomashpol
Carol and Charles Brunner
Camas-Washougal Community Chest
Cascadia Fund
Peter Christ and Linda Felver
Barbara Giesy
Marshall Goldberg
Goodman Family Foundation
Mary Louise and Thomas Hager
Laura and Rocky Henderson
Marshall Hieronimus
Irwin Family Fund
Johnsby Family Fund
Hugh and Janet Kimball
John and Rebecca Kirkland
Kitchings Family Foundation
Bill Lanfri
Barbara A. Manildi
Metro
Ninety-Nine Girlfriends
Carrie Nobles
Jan and Steve Oliva
Marilyn Prothero
David and Madie Richtenstein Family 

Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Gayle Rothrock
Claudia and Mark Sanzone
Schwemm Family Foundation
Ruth Selid
Donna and Jerry Smith
Ed Vranizan, Jr.

Washington Environmental Council
Benjamin R. and Elaine M. Whiteley 

Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Edyth Willard
Loring and Margaret Winthrop
YARG Foundation

Conservators of the Gorge
 $1,000–$4,999
______________________________

Three Anonymous Donors
Acorn Fund of the Oregon Community 

Foundation
Jonathan Aebischer
Dale Allen and Suzanne Millies
Helen Andrews
Lisa Andrus-Rivera
Kristin and Richard Angell
Nancy Archer
Carl Asakawa
Debra and Steve Asakawa
Deanne and Jonathan Ater
Barbara and Bob Bailey
Monique Baillargeon and                   

Jonathan Carder
Catherine and Michael Barrett
Heather and Lester Baskin
David E. and Mary C. Becker Fund of 

the Oregon Community Foundation
Julie Beeler and Brad Johnson
Peter and Susan Belluschi
Linda Besant and Martha Goetsch
Bishop Family Foundation
J & S Bishop Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Jeremy and Katherine Bishop
Susan Bishop and Hal Lee
Adriane T. and Samuel S. Blackman 

Family Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation

Susan Blackman
Jean-Michel and Virginia Bock

Active Network
Amazon Smile
Analemma Wines
Axiom LLC
Backyard Social
Base Camp Brewing Co.
Buffalo Exchange
Bullard Law
Byways Cafe
Cameron Winery
Clackamas County Tourism and 

Cultural Affairs
Clark County Medical Society 

Household
CMD Agency
Delta Dental
Ecliptic Brewing
Environmental Paper & Print, Inc.
Ferguson Wellman Capital 

Management
Fevo
Fred Meyer Community Rewards
Go Beyond Racing Household
Hanset Brothers Inc.
Hood River Supply
Hopworks Urban Brewery
HP Inc.
Humble Bundle
Interior Office Solutions
Jewish Federation of Greater Portland
Keysight Technologies
Law Office of David Becker
Mark Pyrch Construction
Martin’s Gorge Tours
Membean Inc.

Corporate and Organization Support
MitoSciences
Mugs Coffee
Network for Good
New Seasons
Nexus Chiropractic
Oak Street Hotel
Oregon Association of Health 

Underwriters
Pacific North Press
Patagonia
PDX Vanagon
Pendleton Woolen Mills
pFriem Family Brewers
Phoenix Redevelopment, Inc.
Pistils Nursery
Portland Eye Care
Portland Garden Club
Portland Timbers/Thorns
Reed Creative, LLC
Ruse Brewing
Shawn Smallwood
St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Tacoma Garden Club
The Herb Shoppe
The ProActive Sports Group
The Rambler
Thunder Island Brewing Co.
TicketLeap
Tom Dwyer Automotive Services
Travel Portland
Trillium Engineering
Wells Fargo
WFG National Title Insurance
Wind River Publishing
Yakima
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Though we may be the tools for much of this work, the ownership is all yours. 
The annual support provided by our members funds advocacy, education, 
stewardship, community outreach, and all of our work to protect the Gorge.

Farmland in rural Skamania County, Washington.  PHOTO: MITCH HAMMONTREE PHOTOGRAPHY
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Kim and Randy Boehm
Margaret Bolger and                     

Patrick Simpson
John Borden
Rex Breunsbach
Diane and Steve Brice
Roger Brown and Denise Carty
Dan Brown and Helen Jaskoski
Patsy Bruggere and                              

John Popplewell
Sonia Buist
Jean Butcher and Tom DeLoughery
Calypso Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Jim and Mary Chase

21st Century Fox
Alliance Bernstein L.P.
Apple Inc
Benjamin Moore & Co.
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Boeing Gift Matching Program
CDK Global LLC
Chevron Humankind               

Matching Gift Program
Coca-Cola Foundation
Costco
CPS Human Resources
Daimler Trucks North America
Delta Dental
Fortis Construction, Inc
GE Foundation
Google Inc.
Harsch Investments
Hewlett-Packard Company
IBM Matching Gifts Program
Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Matching Gifts  
Intel Involved Matching               

Grant Program
Kaiser Foundation —                              

NW Community Giving
Lam Research
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Morley Foundation
Nike Inc. Corporate Division
PGE Foundation
Progressive Insurance    

Foundation
Strada Education Network
Tektronix Foundation              

Matching Gifts Program
Texas Instruments
The Standard
Transunion
UBS Matching Gifts Program
UnitedHealth Group
US Bank
Varian Medical Systems
Visa, Inc.
ZGF Architects

Margaret Chula and John Hall
Larry Church
City of the Dalles
Sidney Clausen and Robin Rexius
Edward Cleary
Roberta Cobb
Ron Cohen + Christie Smith Giving 

Fund of Impact Assets
Carol Collier and Greg Moulliet
Bruce Connelly
Becky and Bruce Copeland
Lynne Coward
Claudia Curran and Phil Pizanelli
Siobhan Daly and Dan Summerfeldt
Bob and Pam Davee

Abby and Marvin Dawson
Barbara and George Dechet
Gregory Delwiche
David and Marilyn Dent
Mary Dickson
Carole Douglass and Bill Pressly
Steve Duffy
Lawrence and Poppy Dully
Jan and Roy Dwyer
Chris and Christine Edwardsen
Deanna Eichler and                       

Leslee Froehlich
Jason Ell and Michele Mantzouranis
James and Jody Ellis
Edward and Marilyn Epstein
Connie Ettinger
Jane Ewert and Dave Fabik
Gwen Farnham
Molly Finch Jones
Frances Finney and Buck Parker
Judy and Robert Fisher
Beth Flake and David Michalek
Jerry and Phyllis Franklin
Fritz and Yvonne Fraunfelder
Judi Free
Thomas Freni and                           

Tracie Lynne-Freni
Donald Friedman
Elmer and Joan Galbi
Claire and Zanley Galton
John and Sheila Gibson
Galina Golant and Fedor Pikus
Ann Goodsell
Kevin Gorman and                     

Michelle Kinsella
Susan Grayson
Doug and Katherine Green
Thomas Hacker
Wendy Hagelgans
Maria Hall and Walter McMonies
Dawn and John Harrison
Diana and Don Harrison
Erika Heider
Virginia Herndon and                                    

Charles Herndon-Baker
Chester Hiatt and Roxane Russell
Linda Rae Hickey
Maureen Higgins
Deb and Thomas Hilleary
Bob Hogfoss
Jennifer Hohenlohe
Jack Hollis and Storry Norman
Joyce and Richard Hood
Sherri Irish and Larry Keister
Jackson Foundation
Nancy and Robert James
Barbara Jennings and                          

Richard Teutsch
Robert Jensen
Dave and Karen Johnson

Ann and James Johnston
Cookie and Igo Jurgens
Christie Keffer Fund of                    

the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Jane R. Kendall Family Fund 
of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Kristen Mary and Michael Kern
Hanna Klett
Ann Kloka
Jeanette Kloos
Patricia Kramer and                   

Clifford Temple
Barbara and Bill Langley
Richard and Rosemary Law
William and Emmy Lawrence 

Family Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation

Dick Leonard
Eric and Hollie Lindauer
Linda and Tom Lovett
Elisabeth and Peter Lyon
Warren Maher and                       

Cherie Martchenke
Elizabeth and Richard Marantz
Susan Masta and Jay Withgott
Carol Mayer-Reed and               

Michael Reed
Edward McAninch
Ann McCarthy
Donald and Melinda McCoy
Peter and Jill McDonald Fund 

of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Nancie McGraw
John McGrory and Leslie Root
David and Loree McKenna
William McLean
Sherri McMillan
Laura Meier
Laurie Meigs
Susan Mikota
Anne and Michael Miller
Kate Mills
Walt and Vicki Mintkeski
Gregory Misarti and                 

Eleanor Warren
Patricia Mizutani and                     

Richard Rosenhaft
Bruce Muirhead and                       

Denise Pare-Muirhead
Anne and Ernest Munch
Nathan Family Charitable Fund 

of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Neilsen Family Fund of the 
Oregon Community 
Foundation

John and Tegen Nelson

Zoe Nielsen and Alexander Polsky
Beth and Robert Nist
Dolores and Nick Orfanakis
James O’Rourke
Marianne Ott
Jim and Mary Ann Pastene
Venka Payne and Mark Savarese
Karen and Marvin Pemberton
Bruce Pentland
Karen and Peter Peruzzo
PGE Foundation
Michael and Nancy Phillips
the Phillipsborn-Ray Fund
Dorothy and Frank Piacentini
David and Lisa Platt
Alice and Michael Powell
Carol and Edward Randell
Reed Family Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Norma Reich
Phyllis Reynolds
Paul Riffel
Kurt Rosenberg
Laura and Steve Rossetter
Courtney and Raymond Roth
Sandi and Tom Rousseau
Bob and Geri Rowe
Francie and Michael Royce
Meredith and William Savery
Patricia Schleuning
Janet Schroer and Stephen Williams
Martin Schwartz and Marcia Freed
William Simonson
Angela and Scott Smorra
Nick and Sandra Snell Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
So-Hum Foundation
Solares Family Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Miriam Sontz and Joe Walsh
Eleanor and Georges St. Laurent
Staker Wallace Fund
Arnold Stapnes
Bob Staver
Stephen Rallison and Sharon Stern
Andree Stevens
Martha Stevenson
Brian and Perrin Stewart
Carolyn and Wayne Stewart
Catherine and Robert Stone
Robert Strebin
Karen and Sean Streeter
Cyndi and Eric Strid
Melinda Strnad
John Taylor and Barbara West
Jean Thorpe
John K Vitas and Pat Towle fund 

of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Mason and Sharon Van Buren

Elisabet and Leo Van Swam
Elizabeth and Robert Warren
Alice Weaver
Joanne Wegner
Ann and Clayton Wilhite
Jean and Rob Wilson
Amy Winthrop
Anne and Kevin Winthrop
Rachel Witmer
Melaura Wittemyer
John and Polly Wood
Dixie and Gabe Zee

Steward
$500–$999
______________________________

Two Anonymous Donors
Carole Alexander
Donna Allen Warden
Peggy Allen and Christian Trejbal
Adelaide and Michael Andrews
Alison Archambault and         

Michael Hare
Sharon L. Baker
Laurie Balmuth and                      

Vytautas Orlickas
Mary Ann V. Barlow
Antony and Amy Barton
Clay Biberdorf and Erika Schuster
Jim and Sue Bisio
Steve Blackmore
Steve Boyer and Priscilla Butler
Norma Bradfish
Chris Brentano
Evona Brim
Gary and Patricia Brockway
Phyllis Brown and Doug Hagen
Sharon Bucher and Jonathan Stein
Jade Budden
Alan Busacca
Karen and Robert Buza
Elaine and Steve Castles
Donald and Shirley Clark
Molly Cliff Hilts and Dave Hilts
Tara Connelly
Celine Croft
Jeff and Leah Cronn
Carolyn and Pete Crystal
John Cunningham and                  

Mary Beth Pinon
CWA 7901 Retirees Division
John and Mary Lou Daily
Mary Daly and Benjamin Ward
Denise Demaray and                 

William Tainter
Felice and Ken Denis
Matt Distefano
Matthew Dodd and              

Catherine Morgan
Chaz and Sabine DuToit16  2018-19 Annual Report

A great horned owl in the Gorge. PHOTO: LIANNA BROWN
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In-Kind Gifts
Bambu
Camas Bike and Sport
Clif Bar
Cnoc Outdoors
Columbia Center for the Arts
Columbia Gorge Discovery Center
Ellie Hughes Household

Alison Ebbott and Bill Hasan
Vida Lee Edera
Jane Ediger
Ann and Ken Edwards
Elizabeth Evans and Dean Runyan
Winston Fairbrother
Debra and Donald Garner
Stephen Gerould and               

Carolyn Schirmacher
Kent Goodyear
Susanne Greenebaum and          

Nick Schwartz
Kate Gribskov
Robert Griffiths
Robert Grummel
Candice Guth and David Pogel
Bija Gutoff and Daniel Koch
Judith Hance
Lisa Hansen
Michael and Susan Haynes
Donald and June Hays
Don Helfgott
Mike Hendricks and Leanne Hogie
Gloria Henning
Mel Hinton
Mary Ellen Hirsch
David Hmiel and Christine Knowles
Dr. Richard Hohl and Diane Hohl
Ellie Hughes
Dan and Kathy Huntington
Apricot and David Irving
James Jarzabek and Teresa Meyer
Daniel Johnson
Dave and Paula Koeller
Amy and Kevin Kohnstamm
Ann Lackey

Joan Lamb Baldwin
Heather Lamkins
Dawn Larsen
Nadene LeCheminant and               

Dick Yates
Temple Lentz
Karen and Ralph Lewis
Eric Lichtenthaler and                   

Dixie Stevens
Todd Littlehales
Janet Liu
Anne Loson
Phyllis and Walter Malzahn 

Charitable Trust
M. and L. Marks Family Fund 

of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Robert Matteri
April Matthias
Mayberry-Copenhaver Family 

Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Meadowdale Foundation
Mark Meininger and Ingrid Nylen
Peter and Susan Messereau
Nancy Miller
Laura and Paul Milne
Jerry Mishler
Penny Mock
Sandra Holden Montag and          

Tom Montag
Marisa Morby
Marjory and Mark Morford
Morley Foundation
Celia Mueller
Ed Mueller

David and Mary Mullen
Katharine and Kenny Murphy
John Narver
Scott Nellis
Jay Nelson
Phyllis Newmark Fund of 

the Oregon Community 
Foundation

Gordon Noraine and Susan Popp
Natasha and Seth O’Neal
Oregon Jewish Community 

Foundation
Gayle and Jay Palmer
John and Nancy Palmer
Betty and Tom Philipsborn
Sharon Philpott
Patricia Pingree
Robin Pope
Josephine and Peter Pope
George Post
Jerry Powell and Judy Roumpf
Joyce and Wes Preis
Jean and Ralph Quinsey
Jodi and Vince Ready
Phyllis Redman
Kathleen Karey Reid
Jill and Rick Rubinstein
Joseph and Lynda Sacamano
Raghavendra Satish
Jon Savidge
Carol and Scott Schaeffer
Mary Scott
Galen Seitz and Jacqueline Villnave
Shramek Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation
Jamie Shull
Kendrick and Pat Simila
John Slosar
Carol Smith-Larson
Drew and Sue Snyder
Michael Stathatos and               

Samantha Wright
Melissa Stevens
David Stoudt
Jim Stratton
Dennis Strieff and                          

Margaret Van Dyke
John and Renate Tilson
Dan and Lisa Trisler
Sharon Trujillo
Priscilla and Thomas Turner
David and Lisa Tyler
Paige and Steve Unangst
Alex and Clare Vonderhaar
Jean Walkinshaw
 Larry Wallack and Linda 

Nettekoven Family Fund 
of the Oregon Community 
Foundation 

Jeanine and Ken Ward

Linda and Richard Ward
Bill and Jennifer Waters
Emily and Michael Watson
Charles and Christiane Webster
Jack and Peggy West
Marcus Whitman
Kathryn and Thomas Whittaker
Aaron and Jennifer Wines
Connie Wohn
Mark and Paula Young
Herman and Vicki Zimmerman

Trailblazer
$250–$499
______________________________

Anonymous
Lois Abbruzzese and David Birkes
F. Gordon Allen
Nancy Anderson
John and Kae Armentrout
Nelson and Susan Atkin
Chuck and Kerry Aude
David Axelrod and Marilyn Couch
Jeff Azerrad and Julia Silverman
Thomas Backer and                        

Jane Newberry
Grover and Susan Bagby
Gwenn Baldwin
Leslie Allen Bancroft and             

Brian Lowry
Cynthia Barrett and                     

Karen Johnson
John Baugher

Kellie Beck and Laurie Gilmer
Sally Behel
C. M. and Mary Lang Bishop
Toni Bittner
Mary Blankevoort and                   

Dale Siefert
Ron Bloodworth and                             

Bob Gandolfi
Angela Bond
Russ Borgnin
Frank Bosl and Pam Sheets
Jack Boudreau
Mitch Bower
Branden Boyd
Charles Brasher and Betty Lavis
Lucinda Brouwer
Jeanne Buschart
Julie and Mark Buser
Gary and Laurel Bushman
Claudia and James Cameron
Parker and Victoria Campbell
Bradley Carlile
Joan and Wes Carter
Jan and Larry Cartmill
Erin Carver
Dennis and Renee Chang
Carol Chesarek
Babetta Chiarito and                  

James Marquard
Robert and Yunbing Chow
Anne Clark-Balduzzi
Daniel Clayburgh and Katie Scharff
Larry and Sharon Coady

Holly Coit
Brandi Cole
Constance Coleman
Betty and Jim Cooper
Jane Corboy and John Rogers
James Corvus
Dave and Debbie Craig
Adam Croan and                   

Stephanie Schlecht
Terri Cummings and                 

Robert Lockerby
Kim Curtis
Bob and Donna Cynkar
Ann Degenshein
David Depper
Roy DeRousie and                     

Donna Newcomb
William Diebold and              

Deborah Freedberg Fund
Mary DiLoreto
Marissa Dorau
Marjorie and Neil Dreiseszun
Kelly Egan and Jane Ribadeneyra
Frank Emmerich
Richard Enger
Leslye Epstein and Herman Taylor
Arthur and Margianne Erickson
William Erickson
Susan Escoe
Rick Eskridge and Lisa Hull

Pro Photo Supply
Tasty Bite
The Goodwell Company
The Gorge Magazine
Thunder Island Brewing 

Company
Wet Planet Rafting, Inc.
WildCraft Studio School
Yakima

Poet’s shooting stars 
at Catherine Creek.
PHOTO: MICHEAL DREWRY

Beacon Rock, looking west.
PHOTO: KENJI SUGAHARA

Gorgeous Relay
Husum Riverside Bed & Breakfast
Martin’s Gorge Tours
Maryhill Winery
McMenamins
Nature Valley
New Seasons
Patagonia
pFriem Family Brewers
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Lee and Karen Fairchild Fund 
of the Gorge Community 
Foundation

Gordon Feighner
Kelly Fennell
Allen Ferguson
Susan Fisher
Linda Flanders
Christina Flaxel
David and Susan Fleming
Mark Fradkin and Tracy Walker
Edmund Frank and Eustacia Su
Tracy Frankel
Joana Frick
Johnnalee and Mark Friedman
Robin Friedman and                   

Kathy Lombardi
Alice Frost
Charles Gadway
John Gale and Sandra Joos
Joe Gass and Alyse Lansing
Kim Gilmer
Carol and John Goveia
Chris Graves and Jennifer Jordan
Ero and Suzanne Gray
Colin Gray and Jennifer Hurley
Gretta Grimala
Nancy & Ron Gronowski 

Charitable Fund
Ron Grossmann
Barbara and Vaughn Grossnickle

Robert Grott and Vera Jagendorf
Jane Hadley and                          

Randon Robinson
Barbara Haigh
Bill Hamann
Lois Harris
Arley and Mira Hartley
Kay Hartley
Doug and Sharon Hawley
Josephine and Richard Hawthorne
Sue Hays
Carrol Heller
Karen Henell
Helen Herner
Sarah Hertlein
Douglas Hill and Mallory Tanac-Hill
Karl and Laura Hinrichs
Beverly Hoeffer
Diane Holland
Derek Holmgren and               

Michael Traylor
Jean and Pratyush Jaiswal
Jake Family Fund
Michael Johnson
Daniel Johnson and                    

Leslie McBride
Matthew Jones and                    

Kristin Mihalko
Ilze Jones
Kaiser Permanente Foundation
Karen Katz

Matthew Keegan and                 
Sarah Naidoo

Liz Kellogg
Jean Kelly
Nancy Kennaway
Melissa Kennedy
David and Sonja Kvamme
Jon LaBranch
Christina Larsen and                

Randall Nelson
John Laursen
Steve Law and Dawn Robbins
Libbi Layton
John and Sharon Leary
Nancy Ledbetter
Jan Leininger
Margot Leonard
Kelsey Lewis
Jocelyn and Lou Libby
Carole and Kent Lindell-Ross
Tom Linehan and                             

Barbara Wolman
Richard Lira and Gretchen Taylor
Ann and Lee Littlewood
Sarah Livingstone
Bonnie and Gale Long
Kenneth and Ruth Love
Jennifer Lundstrom
Anne Macari
Patricia March and Michael Mullett
Chris Marks

AND THANK YOU to the 5,792 members 
who made donations under $250. Collectively, 
you contributed $237,124 for the Gorge!

Charles Martin and                       
Mary Anne Stusser

Dawn Martinez
Laura Martini
Clay McCaslin
Mary Lou and Millard McClung
Katherine McDowell
Ryan McGee
Kathleen McHarg and Ramsay Weit
Hugh and Linda McMahan
Suzanne McNally
Dot McQuade
Jim Melton
Sue Merfeld and David Richmond
Meg and Rod Merrick
Elizabeth Metcalf and Ron Perez
Molly Milan
Louis Miles
John Michael Miller
Alison Mitchell
Caleb Mitchell
Lalit and Rachel Monteiro
Jane Moore
Jil Morby
Morley Foundation
Russell Morrow
Mueller-Crispin Cultural and 

Environmental Fund
Helen and William Neighbor
Tom Nelson and Peggie Schwarz
Craig Nelson and Julie Stream
Bonnie New
Sarah Newhall and David Pyle
Robin Nicol
Doug Norseth
Nell Nutaitis
Jessie Nutz
Grant and Kyle O’Connell
Margaret Orazem
Mallory and Paul Otis
Mark Passmore
Kimberly Pizarek
Port of Camas-Washougal
Carl Prenner
Leland and Mia Prickett
Elisabeth Ramsey
Steven Rapf
Dawn Rasmussen
Jeanette Rayles
Craig and Wendy Redfern
Julie and Laszlo Regos
Andrew Reid
Shane Ristine
Ann Roberts
Jonathan Rogers
Ralph Rogers
Glenda and Matthew Ryan

Barb and Larry Sanders
Jeanne and Stephen Schapp
Emily Scharringhausen
Gayle and William Schneider
John and June Schumann
Katharine Schuyler
Wayne Schweinfest
Nick Seagraves
Barbara Seiter
Gary and Sheila Seitz
Roy Sendek and Ericka Stork
Stefanie Silverman
Anne and Steve Simmons
Craig Smith
Fran and Joe Smith
Amy Solana and Dave Trost
Mark Solon and Don Tankersley
John Spencer
Demetra Star
Derek Starke
Christoph Stauder
Alona and Don Steinke
Barbara and Jon Stroud
Elizabeth and Philip Summers
Terence Sweeney
Mollie and Richard Swift

Joanne T
Edward and Rosalie Tank
Carol and Donald Templeton
Cheryl Thoen and                               

P. M. Zimmerman
Dick and Kristin Thompson
Brandon Traub
Jennifer and Mark Trumbo
Patricia Unfred
Ann and Tom Usher
Kevin and Kysa Vassily
Ed Vervoort
Brian and Liesl Vistaunet
John and Stephanie Volkman
Fran and John Von Schlegell
Martha Waldemar
Terri Wanke
Richardson Watkins
Andrew and Lori Watson
Lee and Melinda Weinstein
Amy Weissfeld
Ron White
Matt and Michele Wier
Christina and Reed Wilson 
Annie Windsor
Randy Zmrhal

Elk on the Whistle Punk Trail near Carson, Washington.  
PHOTO:  BRIAN KELLY

A blanket of balsamroot on the Memaloose trail near Mosier, Oregon.              
PHOTO: WARREN MORGAN
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Financial Report

Consolidated results in fiscal year 2018-2019 show operating income at 
$2.89 million and operating expenses at $2.53 million, with a budget of 
$2.47 million. Our endowment disbursement was set at 4 percent and 
we had other disbursements from the prior year restricted funds. In 
addition to operating income, we received a donated property worth 
$700,000. Three of Friends’ land trust preserves were transferred to 
different agencies; one was sold and one donated to the U.S. Forest 
Service, and a third was donated to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Although preserves owned by Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land 
Trust are eligible for property tax exemption, we paid $57,590 in 
property taxes to support local communities and schools. 

Our $6 million endowments include the Marjorie Abramovitz Fund 
for land trust activities and the Vic Clausen Fund for outdoor 
youth education. Endowments for general operations include the 
Conservation Director Endowment, the Mary D. and Thomas W. 
Holman Fund, the Nancy Russell Institutional Fund, and the Barbara 
Pooley Wilson Fund. 

Endowment funds are managed by Ferguson Wellman Capital 
Management and monitored by Friends’ board finance committee.

This is an unaudited financial statement. Friends’ board engages Kern & Thompson, LLC, 
to perform an annual independent audit.

Fiscal year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

  June 30, 2019 June 30, 2018 

Land and related assets  $9,670,630   $9,900,931 
Cash and investments  $11,484,381   $11,056,591 
Other assets  $155,656   $645,225 

Total assets  $21,310,667   $21,602,747 

Liabilities  $830,255   $1,258,183 
Net assets  $20,480,412   $20,344,564 

Total liabilities and net assets  $21,310,667   $21,602,747 

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

OPERATING 
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Friends of the Columbia Gorge
Working to ensure that the beautiful and wild Columbia Gorge 
remains a place apart, an unspoiled treasure for generations to come.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Friends of the Columbia Gorge

The contributions and commitment of Friends volunteers have been essential to 
our work for the Gorge ever since our beginning nearly 40 years ago. They lead 
and shepherd guided hikes, attend rallies and hearings to make sure many voices 
are heard on conservation issues, and provide information at popular trailheads as 
Trailhead Ambassadors. They steward Gorge lands on work parties, take photos for 
our publications, guide students in the field, support our outreach at public events, 

and assist staff on many projects. We couldn’t do it all without them.    

The passion and dedication of Friends volunteers are vital to 
ensuring the Columbia Gorge remains a treasured

     landscape for future generations. 
         Thank you all so much!

Lone tree at Coyote Wall.  
PHOTO:  SHARON PHILPOTT


