
Friends of the Columbia Gorge

Autumn view at 
Lyle Cherry Orchard. 
See hike September 9.

Photo: Debbie Asakawa

Register now at gorgefriends.org/hikes

Hikes, Outings & Events
F a l l  2 0 17

Lend-a-Hand 
Stewardship!

Volunteers at Mosier Plateau.  Photo: Kate Mcbride

Join a work party on our land 
trust properties with Stewardship 
Coordinator Sara Woods. Help 
remove old fencing, collect and 
plant native plants and acorns, 
maintain trails, and more.            
There’s lots to do! 

Dates & details at 
gorgefriends.org/stewardship

Autumn at Multnomah Falls.  Photo: Nick Wiltgen

Whether hiking with Friends or on 
our own, we’re all caretakers of the 
gorge. We encourage everyone to 
hike responsibly. Stay on the trail, use 
a trailhead bootbrush, and carry out 
your trash. Leave no traces, take only 
memories – and photos!

Caretakers 
of the Gorge



Fall Outings

 Fall Outing Icon Key   
   Members Only
  Special Focus 

 Preserve the Wonder
  Trails to Ales
    Wiking
  Family Friendly
  Dog Friendly

Saturday, September 9
 mona bell Hill and 

the tale of toothrock, Or
easy: 2 miles, little elev. gain
Walk along a section of Sam Hill’s Columbia 
River Highway with John Harrison, 
author of A Woman Alone, and learn about 
Hill’s consort, Mona Bell. Oregon State 
Park Ranger Jamen Lee will share native 
and pioneer history and describe Samuel 
Lancaster’s connection to the region. 

   Lyle Cherry Orchard, Wa
moderate: 4 miles, 900-ft elev. gain
Hike with wildlife biologist Bill Weiler 
on Washington Department of Natural 
Resources land near Lyle Cherry Orchard 
and learn about threatened western gray 
squirrels, pileated woodpeckers, and other 
local wildlife.

 elowah Falls and                                                
upper mcCord Creek Falls, Or
easy: 3 miles, 600-ft elev. gain
Join environmental educator Roland 
Begin on this family-friendly hike to two 
beautiful waterfalls and a sweeping view 
of the Gorge. Learn about plants, animals, 
geology, and local history. A nature hunt 
will add to the fun for both the young and 
young-at-heart!

Sunday, September 10 
 Finding bigfoot in north bonneville, Wa

easy: 3 miles, 100-ft elev. gain
Join Jake Meyer of the Bonneville Trails  
Foundation and Gorge Towns to Trails Project 
Manager Renee Tkach at North Bonneville 
Discovery Trails. Learn what the future 
holds for this major hiking hub and look for 
up to 30 Bigfoots along the way. 

mOnday, September 11
Larch mountain Crater Loop trail run, Or
moderate: 6 miles, 1,300-ft elev. gain
Start your week with a trail run through 
lush forest with Friends’ Staff Attorney Steve 
McCoy, and take in the view from Sherrard 
Point to cool down afterwards. All running 
paces are welcome.

tHurSday, September 14
   dog mountain, Wa

Strenuous: 6.9 miles, 2,820-ft elev. gain
Join Field Representative Peter Cornelison 
on a climb up to enjoy panoramic views and  
solitude. We’ll hike up the west-side trail 
and descend by the main route.  

Friday, September 15 

  Starvation ridge Loop, Or
easy: 2.5 miles, 600-ft elev. gain
Hike the newest Gorge trail, with views of 
three waterfalls and a new stone bridge, and 
learn local lore from leader Billie Anger. We’ll 
take an easy pace to reach great viewpoints.

Saturday, September 16
  

 
petroglyphs and 

Horsethief butte, Wa
2 easy walks: 2.5 miles total, little gain
Explore culturally treasured Yakama Nation lands 
with leader Judy Todd as we quietly visit She Who 
Watches. We’ll reflect on the deeper cultural story 
as it relates to climate change, cultural changes, 
and the intersectionality of our lives today.

General information

•	 Hike distances listed are round-trip.

•	 Please note difficulty levels when 
choosing hikes: Easy, Moderate, 
Strenuous or Expert.

•	 As a courtesy to other hikers,          
please register only if you’re sure  
you will attend.

•	 Carpool information and outing-
specific details will be emailed to 
you upon registration.

•	  New this fall! Hike with board members to 
properties in our Preserve the Wonder land campaign.

•	  Children are welcome with a parent or guardian on 
hikes appropriate for their age and ability.

•	   Dogs are welcome only on hikes with the             
dog-friendly icon.

•	 Leave no traces, take only memories and photos!

Sunday, September 17
    Herman Creek 

ancient Cedars, Or
expert: 16 miles, 2,600-ft elev. gain
This Gorge trek with Jim Chase passes 
sparkling waterfalls and towering stands 
of noble fir, hemlock, Douglas fir, and 
ancient red cedar. 

  Gorgeous relays 
Volunteer Opportunity
Help Friends earn $100 for Gorge 
protection as a Gorgeous Relays 
volunteer. We need 30 volunteers along 
the racecourse from Wyeth to the 
Willamette. Free shirt and beer at the 
after-party!

tHurSday, September 21
   Coyote Wall and the Labyrinth, Wa
moderate: 5.8 miles, 1,500-ft elev. gain
Leader Annette Hadaway will lead us up 
Coyote Wall to sweeping river views, for 
weekday beauty and solitude. Sections of 
the trail are steep with loose rock. 

Member Registration is Now Open!
gorgefriends.org/hikes

Questions? Contact Kate Lindberg at 971-634-1265 or katel@gorgefriends.org. 

Our HiKiNg PrOgrAM 
iS SPONSOreD by

jfolaw.com



Friday, September 22
 earth Walk with mindfulness, Wa

easy: 2-3 miles, 150-ft elev. gain
Fall equinox offers this opportunity to 
connect quietly with nature. Renew your 
mind and spirit by walking this trail with 
Klickitat Trail Conservancy board member 
Steven Woolpert. 

Saturday, September 23
 rodney Falls and

Little beacon rock, Wa
easy: 3.5 miles, 600-ft elev. gain
Environmental educator Roland Begin leads 
this hike to a beautiful waterfall. We’ll learn 
about plants, geology, and maybe catch the 
squeak of a Columbia Gorge pika. Nature 
games will add to the fun for the young and 
the young-at-heart!

 Watercolor and Outdoor art 
Workshop, Wa  
no hiking involved
This all-day watercolor exploration at 
Beacon Rock State Park with artist Heather 
Brunelle is perfect for beginning or 
advanced painters. Supply list provided upon 
registration. Limited to 10; $25 fee. 

Sunday, September 24  
 bridal Veil Falls Loop  

easy: 1.2 mile, 70-ft elev. gain 
From its days as a lumber company to 
a ghost town, to more recent stories of 
weddings and waterfalls, with NASCAR 
and Kraft Cheese along the way, we’ll 
uncover Bridal Veil Falls State Park’s 
secrets with Oregon State Park Ranger 
Miranda Mendoza.

tHurSday, September 28
nick eaton ridge, Or
Strenuous: 10.2 miles, 3,100-ft elev. gain 
Learn about current conservation 
challenges as we climb to great Gorge 
views on the rugged Herman Creek trail 
with Friends’ Field Representative 
Peter Cornelison.

    Fishwheels of the Gorge, Wa
difficult: 2 miles, no elev. gain 
(Hike traverses rocky shoreline.)
Learn about the fishwheels of the Gorge with 
hiking guidebook author Scott Cook. He’ll 
lead a history walk back in time to the late 
1800s, when fishwheels churned along the 
Columbia River.

Friday, September 29
   Catherine Creek arch 
and universal trail Loop, Wa
easy: 2.5 miles, 325-ft elev. gain
Naturalist Ralph Thomas Rogers will describe 
late-season flowering plants and point out 
early-season favorites after their spring beauty 
has faded. Optional wine tasting later. 

Saturday, OCtOber 7
   Conboy Lake national Wildlife 

refuge, Wa
easy: 3 miles, 100-ft elev. gain
Discover the rich ecology of Conboy 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge on an 
educational walk surrounded by fall colors 
along the Willard Springs Trail with 
naturalist Ralph Thomas Rogers.

Sunday, OCtOber 8
 Wahclella Falls Salmon Hike, Or

easy: 1.8 miles, 300-ft elev. gain
Hike under colorful foliage along Tanner 
Creek to Wahclella Falls with Mary Ann 
Schmidt to witness fall spawning salmon. 
Great for the whole family.

Friday, OCtOber 13
   Cape Horn Loop, Wa

moderate: 8.3 miles, 1,500-ft elev. gain
Fall foliage brightens the dramatic 
views on this outing with our Field 
Representative Peter Cornelison to 
several stunning view points, including 
the Nancy Russell Overlook. 

OCtOber 6 – 8

Play & Stay Weekend
Foliage and Fall Wines

 Saturday, September 30

PtW Steigerwald Shores, Wa
easy: 3.8 miles, no elev. gain
Celebrate National Public Lands Day with 
board members and Columbia Gorge 
Refuge Stewards at Steigerwald Shores, 
a 160-acre parcel adjacent to Steigerwald 
Lake NWR, and learn how wildlife will 
greatly benefit from the restoration of this 
land as part of Preserve the Wonder campaign.

Play & Stay: Foliage and Fall Wines
October 6 – 8 in Dufur, Oregon

Gorge vineyards in fall.  
Photo: Courtesy of Analemma Wines

enjoy autumn beauty on this getaway weekend at the Historic balch Hotel, 
in Dufur, Oregon. your all-inclusive package offers you exclusive hikes with 
gorge experts, wine tasting with local vintners, weekend meals, and more!

Play & Stay is an opportunity to step beyond day hikes to experience a 
deeper appreciation of what the gorge has to offer.

Details and reservations at gorgefriends.org/playandstay

Saturday, September 30
  Hamilton mountain, Wa

Strenuous: 9.4 miles, 2,100-ft elev. gain
Join Friends Executive Director Kevin 
Gorman and leader Sharon Ross on National 
Public Lands Day to hike a challenging trail 
that has it all: waterfalls, cliffs, deep forests, 
and breathtaking Gorge views. 
 
tHurSday, OCtOber 5

 Hardy Creek dog Hike, Wa
moderate: 7.75 miles, 1,330-ft elev. gain
Our furry friends are welcome on this hike 
with dog-lovers Madeleine Von Laue and Don 
McCoy. Enjoy phenomenal views as we climb 
to the saddle behind Hamilton Mountain. 



Saturday, OCtOber 21

PtW Lyle peak, Wa 
moderate: 7 miles, 1,400-elev. gain
Join board members for a hike to Lyle 
Peak, one of the highest points in the 
eastern Gorge, and learn why our 
Preserve the Wonder campaign includes 
protecting this scenic 25-acre parcel.

Saturday, OCtOber 28

PtW Coyote meadow, Wa
Strenuous: 9.5 miles, 1,250-ft elev. gain
Hike with board members to this oak-
studded grass savannah surrounded by public 
land. The scenic beauty and habitat on this 
10-acre expanse make it an important part 
of our Preserve the Wonder campaign.

Saturday, OCtOber 14
Klickitat river rail trail, Wa
Choose from 2 hikes:
easy: 4 miles, 100-ft elev. gain 
moderate: 9 miles, 100-ft elev. gain
Celebrate Klickitat Trail Conservancy’s 15th 
anniversary with us on either of these hikes 
along the Wild and Scenic Klickitat River. 
Breakfast and trail snacks provided.

   petroglyphs tour and 
dalles mountain ranch, Wa
two easy Walks: 4 miles, 600-ft elev. gain
Washington State Park Ranger Chon 
Clayton will lead us to ancient petroglyphs 
and rock images, including She Who 
Watches. After lunch, we’ll hike at nearby 
Dalles Mountain Ranch with leader 
Kristin Price. 

Sunday, OCtOber 15

    Lyle Cherry Orchard, Wa
moderate: 5 miles, 1,500-ft elev. gain
Hike with naturalist Ralph Thomas Rogers 
to take in sweeping views from the old 
pioneer cherry orchard on this Friends 
Land Trust property. Afterwards, enjoy an 
optional wine tasting at a nearby winery.

 pierce national Wildlife refuge, Wa
easy: 3 miles, little elev. gain 
Join Columbia Gorge Refuge Stewards 
Jared Strawderman and Dave Pinkernell 
for a leisurely walk through this beautiful 
wetland habitat. Bring binoculars for better 
bird viewing.

mOnday, OCtOber 16
multnomah-Wahkeena Falls Loop, Or
moderate: 4.8 miles, 1,540-ft elev. gain
Enjoy early autumn colors on this iconic 
Gorge trail. We’ll pass seven sparkling 
waterfalls on this hike with leader            
Billie Anger. 

Saturday, OCtOber 21

  river to Crest bike ride, Or
moderate: 26.6 miles, 1,200-ft elev. gain
Ride with Field Representative Peter 
Cornelison on this great bike tour from the 
south bank of the river through the famed 
Rowena Loops to scenic views. Option for 
post-ride beer afterwards. 

Sunday, OCtOber 22
 Sandy river delta evening Walk, Or

easy: 3-4 miles, little elev. gain
Visit architect Maya Lin’s Bird Blind to learn 
about the collaborative restoration efforts of 
Confluence, Sandy River Basin Watershed 
Council, Friends of Sandy River Delta, and 
others to preserve this multiuse area.

     two Hikes at eagle Creek, Or
High bridge: moderate: 6.4 miles, 
840-ft elev. gain
tunnel Falls: Strenuous: 12 miles, 
1,640-ft elev. gain
Autumn beauty brightens these classic Gorge 
hikes past cascading waterfalls, with Outreach 
Manager Maegan Jossy to High Bridge or with 
leader Sharon Ross to Tunnel Falls. Option for a 
nearby post-hike beer afterwards.

WedneSday, OCtOber 25
    maple tree id Hike, Or

moderate: 4 miles, 600-ft elev. gain
Hiking along the Elowah and Upper McCord 
Falls trails with Tom Kloster, we’ll learn to 
identify each of the three maple tree species that 
are so important in Pacific Northwest forests.  

Saturday, OCtOber 28
Latourell Falls, Or
easy: 2.5 miles, 500-ft elev. gain
This loop hike with leader Ross Edginton 
will take us past two beautiful waterfalls as 
we learn local history and lore.

Preservethewonder.org

A campaign to ensure the wild and 
wonderful Columbia Gorge endures 
for many generations to come.

See PtW hikes on Sept. 30, 
Oct. 21, and Oct. 28.

Lyle Peak, part of Friends’ Preserve the 
Wonder campaign to acquire and preserve 

420 acres across seven Gorge properties. 
Photo: Debbie Asakawa


